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had developed a literary taste and capacity which
had "brought her into notice as one .of the lead-
ing contributors to the " Lowell Offering," a maga-
zine that was attracting much attention, not only in
this country, but abroad, as a successful venture
in literature by factory operatives. Mr. Whittier
assisted and encouraged her, and interested his
mother and sister in her behalf. She soon became
the clearest friend of Elizabeth Whittier, and was
a frequent visitor at the home in Amesbury, re-
ceiving the heartiest welcome from each member
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of the family. In a letter of Elizabeth's, among
the papers of Mr. Whittier, is found this sentence:
" It seems to me that a new grace has ripened in
Lucy every time I see her." In the extracts from
Mr. Whittier's letters, it will be seen that the fact
of Elizabeth's dear love for her was a constant
incentive to kind words and deeds in her behalf.
All his life he was thoughtful for her welfare,
and helped in every way in which he could render
assistance. When Elizabeth passed away, it was
Miss Larcom who solaced the heart of the be-
reaved brother by procuring the admirable portrait
of her friend, which has ever since hung in the
parlor at Amesbury, opposite the gracious portrait
of the mother. These two pictures were to Mr.
Whittier the dearest of his earthly possessions, in
the long years of his separation from the saintly
women they represented. If a fire threatened his
dwelling, his first thought was to save these treas-
ures. He wished, in case Miss Larcom survived
him, that she should have the portrait of Elizabeth,
but she declined to have it removed, preferring it